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pitality, is obliged to walk or be carried through the ravines
and valleys which forbid its approach, and when he has reached
the goal, he finds that difficulties of another nature are yet to
be surmounted before he can enter it.
The house, spacious, beautifully situated in an orange grove,
and well guarded from the wind, is singularly constructed.
The main building has no staircase, consequently the door af-
fords an entrance to the ground floor only. To reach the
upper story one must enter the left-hand turret, ascend the
stairs to the second floor, cross a bridge connecting with anoth-
er turret, descend one pair of stairs in that turret, and cross
another bridge, which finally leads into the tipper stories of
the house itself.
The owner of this pretty villa, M. Sardou, formerly of the
Grand Opera, placed it at Mademoiselle Eachel's disposal, posi-
tively refusing any remuneration, while M. Mario Nechard,
the author of " La Fiammina," by whom it was then inhabited,
as courteously gave it up to her. No more favorable situation
could possibly have been chosen, and the interior of the house
was fitted up in a style that bore witness to the owner's taste
for the fine arts.
M. Sardou had been the intimate friend of the sculptor
David (of Angiers), and many of that artist's works ornament-
ed the rooms. In the best chamber—a spacious one, with
high, snow-white walls, adorned with friezes and sculptures
in the antique style—the bedstead was also white, and seemed
carved of stone. At the foot of the bed was a statue of the
Grecian Polhymnia, wearing on its marble features an ex-
pression of intense sadness; attired in long, sweeping robes,
that had a funereal aspect, she leaned on a pedestal that re-
sembled a tombstone. This figure, which gave the beholder
the idea of a mourner sorrowing over a grave, made so pain-
ful a^fonpression that it was immediately removed.
But as in the life of every great public character there must
always be some remarkable prediction or wonderful dream
.shadowing forth the coming event previous to some great
Crisis, the following is said to have occasioned the horror with
.- the first sight of her dormitory at Cannet filled the mind

